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About the Greensand Way

Stride out along 108 miles of the Greensand Way and discover some of 
the finest walking experiences in the South-east.

The Greensand Way offers outstanding days out for long distance walkers tackling the 
whole route from Haslemere, in Surrey, through to Hamstreet, in Kent. There are also many 
opportunities for anyone wishing to sample shorter sections in the two counties.

The Greensand Way is named after the sandstone ridge, which crosses Hampshire, Surrey and 
Kent - one of a series of ridges running west to east across South-east England.

In Surrey, the route passes by the highest point in the South-east, Leith Hill, through farms and 
villages along the Greensand ridge into Kent, coming to an end on the now landlocked former 
cliffs overlooking the haunting levels of Romney Marsh.

The route takes in two Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty - the Surrey Hills and the Kent 
Downs  - as well as numerous Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  A hallmark of this route is the 
number of magnificent houses, gardens and parks, which have been built along the ridge, 
attracting some of the finest architects and interior and landscape designers of their eras. 

Many of these properties, built and rebuilt over the years, have been financed by wealthy 
businesses trading in London and overseas. Their owners sought peace and quiet for their 
families away from the hustle and bustle of city life or opted for a peaceful retirement.

Much of the route passes through ancient and semi-mature woodland ensuring bluebell walks 
in spring, cool shade in the height of summer and amazing displays of colour in autumn.

The many villages along the way provide a warm and friendly welcome and the chance to rest 
weary legs, while the peaceful hilltops and inspiring views offer perfect refreshment for the 
mind.
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History of the Greensand Way

Formed millions of years ago, layers of sandstone containing a green 
coloured mineral ‘glaconite’ came to form the Greensand Ridge which 
runs through the heart of Kent.

Layers of sedimentary deposits built up across Kent over time covering the sandstone, 
before extensive earth movements around 100 million years ago (probably connected with 
the formation of the Alps in France) pushed the centre of the Weald upwards, exposing the 
sandstone once again. Weathering and erosion removed younger and softer rocks, leaving 
the horseshoe-shaped ridge we have today.

The soils, ideal for various agriculture meant that for many centuries, sheep rearing provided 
a staple industry, with small villages and towns flourishing in medieval and Tudor times. 

Various crops including cereals, maize and 
hops along with orchards are a tradional part 
of the landscape.

Cloth-making and manufacturing glass 
also relied on the natural resources of the 
area, before giving way to mining and water 
powered mills producing paper, iron and 
brass.

The current Greensand Way walking path has 
an origin in the route which the late Geoffrey 
Hollis initially conceived as a route in Surrey, 
which was opened in 1982. The Ramblers’ 
Association later extended the route into 
Kent, which was completed by 1989 and 
produced the first guide for the route. 
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For further information about walks, rides and days out visit 
the Explore Kent website. Use the interactive map to plan 
your own routes. 

Explore Kent is a Kent County Council initiave.

Kent County Council has produced ‘Circular 
walks along the Greensand Way’,  £4.99. 

To order call 08458 247 600 (open 8am to 8pm Mon-Fri)
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This guide covers the Kent 
section of the Greensand 
Way and is divided into 4 
chapters. Each chapter is 
then divided into smaller 
routes to aid navigation.

Explore the Greensand Way

Ulcombe

The Surrey section of the Greensand way is managed by Surrey County Council: 
www.surreycc.gov.uk

Download a guide or map today!
www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent



Maps 
The route maps are reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Explorer Series and are of a scale 
no smaller than 1:25,000.

All sections of the walk follow legally defined rights of way unless otherwise indicated on 
route maps. Before using the route guide, walkers are advised to study the key to the route 
maps and map symbols. It is also recommended that you take an OS explorer map with you.

Route directions 
Route directions are given for walking the route in an easterly direction only. The route can 
be walked in a westerly direction using the route map and waymarking alone. Because 
the countryside is constantly changing with building and natural features appearing and 
disappearing, and stiles, gates and field boundaries being removed or new ones erected, the 
route directions may be affected during the life of the guidebook. 

Distances and times 
The distances in the guidebook are given in metres and kilometres. The exact conversion of 
miles to kilometres is 1 mile to 1.6093km. For convenience the approximate conversion is 1 
mile to 1.6 km. 

Waymarking 
In Kent the route is waymarked by circular waymark discs with an 
oast house in the centre of the directional arrow. These are yellow 
for a public footpath, blue for a public bridleway and red for a public 
byway.  

You will see the waymarkers fixed to posts, or gates or stiles. The 
walk has been waymarked in such a way that it is possible to walk 
the route in either direction. Link Routes  that connect the path with 
towns and train staions are also waymarked with the Greensand 
Way logo.

Guide Information
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This guide covers the Kent stretch of the 
Greensand way. 

You can download this guide chapter by 
chapter from the Explore Kent website. 

www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent

Chapter 
1.1 Westerham to Ide Hill
1.2 Ide Hill to Sevenoaks Weald
1.3 Sevenoaks Weald to Shipbourne

Chapter
2.1 Shipbourne to West Peckham
2.2 West Peckham to Yalding
2.3 Yalding to Linton
2.4 Linton to Sutton Valence

Chapter
3.1 Sutton Valence to Liverton Street
3.2 Liverton Street to Egerton
3.3 Egerton to Hothfield
3.4 Hothfield to Great Chart

Chapter
4.1 Great Chart to Kingsnorth
4.2 Kingsnorth to Hamstreet

Routes

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4

The
Way in Kent



Symbols Key

Parking

Information Centre

Visitor Centre

Public Convenience

Forestry Comission

Public Telephone

Camp site

Caravan site

Camp/caravan site

Leisure centre

Golf course

Fishing

Theme/ pleasure park

Catherdral/ Abbey

Museum

Castle/ Fort

Building of historic interest

English Heritage

National Trust

Other tourist feature

Path number

Picnic site

Walks/Trails

Cycle trail

Horse riding

Public house

Viewpoint

Country Park

Garden

Nature reseve

Water activities

Slipway

Bus stop

Train station

Stile

Viewpoint

Gate

Hazards/ Take care
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Order maps online via www.kent.gov.uk/shop, or over  
the telephone (by cheque, credit or debit card) by calling 
Kent County Council on 08458 247 600 
(Mon - Fri: 8am - 8pm)

 Top to bottom:
Egerton, Pluckley, Sutton Valance

SR365



To plan your journey 
using public transport 
you can find travel 
information and advice, 
by calling Traveline on: 

0871 200 22 33 

Available from 8am until 8pm
Calls charged at the national rate.

If you experience a problem on a 
public right of way (path numbers are 
shown on the map), please contact 
Kent County Council:
 
www.kent.gov.uk/countryside access
email:  prow@kent.gov.uk
call:  08453 450 210

Signage on public rights of way

Footpath

Bridleway

Byway

Restricted Byway

Useful information

Plan ahead for your walk. Take all the information you require with you. 
Find tips for planning your walk on www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent

Be safe, plan ahead and 
follow any signs. Leave gates 
as you find them. Protect 
plants and animals, and take 
your litter home. Keep dogs 
under close control. 

For further information visit:
www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk

Shipbourne

For other useful information visit the 
Long Distance Walkers Association 
website: www.ldwa.org.uk



Ightham Mote

The county of Kent is particularly rich in country houses. Some, 
like Knole, built in Tudor times, always displayed grandeur and 
importance. Others started in medieval times in more modest 
style, but the vast majority of Kent’s larger houses were built 
or rebuilt around older houses in the 17th and 18th centuries 
as owners and requirements changed.

Some were financed by agriculture and the flourishing wool 
industry. For others, the iron industry brought great fortunes.

The old estates were eventually split into smaller ones such as 
Penhurst or Ightham Mote. 

With fine views and countryside living the Greensand ridge 
was always a favoured place for those seeking land near to 
London. Now you can experience the best that Kent has to 
offer, both in history and geology.

Chapter 1. The home of the country house

Experience the architechure and history of West Kent’s best country houses 
with a walk along section 1 of the Greensand Way.

Image credit to chelmsfordblue on Flickr

Top to bottom:
Ightham Mote, Knole Park, Knole

•   Quebec House and Squerryes Court.
•   Sir Winston Churchill’s home of Chartwell.
•   Wickhurst Manor, one of the many Wealden houses in Kent.
•   Knole built in 1456 by Thomas Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury.
•   Ightam Mote an outstanding 14th Century moated manor house.

Best country houses to see



1.1 Westerham to Ide Hill
leaving The Warren to your right.  
Continue ahead, to go downhill 
through woodland.  Turn right after 
320m towards the road.  Cross the 
road to follow a stony bridleway 
track uphill.  After 92m take the left 
fork and walk across Mariners Hill.

   C 
Continue over Mariners Hill to the 
road at Chartwell.  Cross the road 
to a stile to the left of the house 
entrance.  Go ahead up the path.  
At the top cross a road and follow 
the track ahead to the right of the 
gate.  Continue on the track above 
the combe for 570m, then follow the 
metalled path to the junction with 
the road.

   D 
Turn right and go downhill to 
Frenchstreet Farm.  Continue along 
a broad lane along the centre of 
the valley.  Where the lane turns to 
Highview Cottage, go ahead tak-
ing the bridleway to Toys Hill.  After 
250m bear left to follow a sandy 
lane beside Frenchstreet Nurseries.  
Continue for 400m to a T-junction 
and  turn right.  At cross tracks in a 
clearing turn left uphill.  Take the 
steps down to the car park on Toys 
Hill and bear right to the road.

   E 
Cross the road and follow the track 
ahead to a clearing where five tracks 
meet and turn right.  Continue 
ahead downhill to a rambler stile.  
Cross into a field, turn left along the 
headland and continue through a 
field gate, then walk downhill to the 
far right-hand corner of the field.

   F 
Cross a bridge over a stream and 
continue up the left side of the 
field to a stile beside a gate.  Cross, 
then continue ahead uphill to join a 
broad farm track leading uphill.  Go 
through a last gate at the top and 
walk ahead along a metalled track to 
Ide Hill village.

   G 
Turn right towards the Green.  Turn 
right just past Glebe House along a 
metalled footpath.  Bear right along 
a gravelled path then fork left down 
a grassy track.  Turn left and follow 
the path round the hillside above 
the road.  Follow the path down to 
the road.

   H
Cross the road to go along the road-
side edge to the Village Hall car park. 

The Kent section of the Greensand 
Way starts just South of Westerham 
at Goodley Stock. There is a clearly 
waymarked link route which con-
nects the Village to the main route. 
This route starts opposite the village 
green and leaves the hustle and 
bustle of the busy town behind lead-
ing you in the Kentish countryside. 
Follow the route along Mill Lane and 
start climbing the hillside through 
the pastures of Squerryes Court.

 

   A
Upon reaching Goodley Stock you 
meet the Greensand Way coming in 
from the right. Continue downhill 
through woodland to a kissing gate. 
Go through the gate then turn left 
just before the road at a small clear-
ing. Walk uphill for 230m. Turn left 
and walk for 365m bearing right at a 
fork. After reaching a clearing with 7 
tracks bear left.

   B 
After 350m, go over a broad cross 
track to a seat and bear left past it, 

Interesting features

1. Squerryes Court
The fine, red-brick manor house was 
built in the late 17th century.  At the age 
of 14, James Wolfe was commissioned 
into the Army in the court gardens in 
1741.

2. St Mary’s Church
Inside the 13th century church, the 
Royal Arms of Edward VI are the earliest 
example of this particular coat of arms 
to be found in England.

3. Quebec House, Westerham
Sir James Wolfe spent his early years in 
this red-bricked house.  The house was 
renamed after the Battle of Quebec 
where Wolfe died of wounds after win-
ning the battle.

4. Westerham circular walk
Find this walk in the ‘Circular walks 
along the Greensand Way’ guidebook.

5. Chartwell
Sir Winston Churchill bought this house 
in 1922 and made it his family home.  
Much of the house is furnished as it was 
during Churchill’s lifetime.

6. Toys Hill
At 801 feet and the highest point in 
Kent, Toys Hill suffered severe damage 
in the storm of 1987.  Ten years on the 
woodland has again concealed the 
views that were revealed at the time.

6.4 miles (10.3 km)
around 12,800 steps,  allow 4 hours

1



GSW Section 1, Map 1a, Goodley Stock to Idehill
Also use Ordnance Survey Map:Explorer 147

For more walks in Kent please visit www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent
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1.2 Ide Hill to Sevenoaks Weald
of the field, then over a stile to the 
right of a gate.

   D 
Turn left along road for 70m.  Turn 
right at the next gate and go down 
the side of the field, leaving the 
hedge and a line of oaks on your 
left.  Where the ground levels out 
head across the field towards the 
right-hand side of a farm over stile 
and along concrete farm path.  Pass 
Wickhurst Manor and Wickhurst 
Manor Farm.

   E 
Turn left following footpath 264, 
then immediately right over a stile.  
Go uphill along footpath 268 over a 
stile and through a gate at the tree 
line.  Continue through farm build-
ings of Colehurst Farm and over a 
stream. Continue through coppiced 
beeches crossing another stream, 
then go through the hedge line 
towards the oast of Dale Farm.
   F 
Pass a gate between farm buildings 
and follow footpath past house and 
oast.  Fork left over a stile just past 
Dale House and go steeply down-
hill between semi-scrub towards 
a marker just beyond power lines.  
Cross a bridge and bear right up the 

slope.  Continue up the side of the 
field leaving a hedge on your right.  
Cross a stile onto the road.

  A
Where the road swings left uphill 
bear right along a metalled track. 
Fork left almost immediately and 
continue along a bridleway then 
turn back sharp left and go uphill.  
Turn right after 110m and follow 
the path with a post and rail fence 
on your right.  Bear left downhill at 
cross tracks then turn right uphill to 
the car park at Goathurst Common.

   B 
Cross the road then follow the path 
ahead to a small car park.  Continue 
ahead for 200m.  Turn right down 
steps on footpath 203.  Cross a stile 
and walk along the top of a field 
below woods to another stile.  Cross, 
then follow the path across a broad 
field, going past a pond to a disused 
stile.  Bear right and continue to a 
kissing gate in the fence.

   C 
Cross into woodland then bear left 
to a gate at the edge of the wood.  
Pass, then bear right and walk across 
fields to a gate by woodland.  Con-
tinue beside the wood towards a 
farm.  Just before a pond turn left 
over a small bridge.  Go through 
a kissing gate and turn right.  Go 
ahead to the far right-hand corner 

Interesting features

1. Ide Hill circular walk
Find this walk in the ‘Circular walks 
along the Greensand Way’ guidebook.

2. Hanging Bank
This area of the Greensand ridge is not-
ed for its landslips.  A fall here in 1929 
created this particularly steep section.

3. Stubbs Wood (SSSI)
A Site of Special Scientific Interest, the 
park is home to many rare animals and 
plants. It offers visitors fantastic views 
over the surrounding countryside.

4. Wickhurst Manor 
Rebuilt in the 19th century, the house 
still contains some of its original struc-
ture as a Wealden hall house.  A 15th 
century doorway has been preserved in 
the south wall.

5. Long Barn
In a Dutch garden designed by Lutyens, 
Harold Nicholson and Vita Sackville-
West created their first garden before 
moving on to Sissinghurst.

6. St Georges Church 
Outside, this church, first built in 1820 
of Portland rather than local stone, 
looks severe.  Inside there is rich late-
Victorian stencilling in the chancel of 
1872.

What is a SSSI?
Sites of special scientific interest 
(SSSIs) like Stubbs Wood are the 
county’s very best wildlife and 
geological sites. They include 
some of our most spectacular 
and beautiful habitats.

There are over 100 sites of spe-
cial scientific interest in Kent.

They include wetlands, rivers, 
heathlands, meadows, beaches, 
moorland and peat bogs.

Visit the Natural England website 
for details.

www. naturalengland.org.uk

3.0 miles (4.9 km) 
around 6,000 steps,  allow 2 hours

1



GSW Section 1, Map 1b, Ide Hill to Sevenoaks Weald
Also use Ordnance Survey Map:Explorer 147

For more walks in Kent please visit www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent

©
 C

row
n copyright reserved. K

ent C
ounty C

ouncil license num
ber 100019238. 2009

j

j

 6 

j

j j
SR242

SR242 SR203

SR203

SR265

SR268

SR27
2

± 0
Kilometres 0.5 1

Miles 0.25 0.5

 1 

 4 

Greensand Way

Greensand Way Link Route

 5 j

 2 

 3 

A B

C D

E F

G H

I J

K

A B

C D

E F

G H

I J

K

A B

C D

E F

G H

I J

K

A B

C D

E F

G H

I J

K

A B

C D

E F

G H

I J

K

A B

C D

E F

G H

I J

K

Also use Ordnance Survey Map: Explorer 147
Section 1, Map 2, Ide Hill to Sevenoaks Weald 

www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent± Greensand Way
Greensand Way Link RouteA B

C D

E F

G H

I J

K

1Route direction Interesting feature

Kilometres

Miles

0
0.5 1

0.25 0.5



1.3 Sevenoaks Weald to Shipbourne
   D 
Follow the metalled drive as it bends 
to the right.  Ignoring the Broad 
Walk ahead, turn right into Chestnut 
Walk and continue for 1km.  Turn 
right and go ahead to a road. Leave 
Knole Park by a swing gate.

   E 
Cross the road.  Bear left along a 
woodland path, then cross a stile 
into a pony paddock.  Cross the pad-
dock to a  stile in the far right hand 
corner.  Cross this, then bear right.  
After 20m turn left.

   F 
Follow the narrow path until you 
reach the gravelled driveway of 
Shepherds Mead and bear left to 
reach the road.  Walk up the road for 
110m.  Turn right up a footpath, then 
bear right and continue to a clearing 
and the seat on One Tree Hill.

   G 
Cross to the far left-hand corner of 
the hill top and follow a broad track 
for 180m to a stile.  Cross the stile 
then bear left and follow the path 
going steeply downhill.  After 350m 
go down steps to the road.  Turn 
right down a metalled track, then 
turn left to a stile.

  A
Heading South take the left fork 
past the Memorial then just before 
St George’s Church, turn left along 
a track and cross a stile, then by a 
narrow bridge, into a field.  Cross 
the field to the far right-hand cor-
ner.  Turn right onto a metalled track 
and continue past barns.  Follow the 
track left through a tunnel under the 
road (A21).  Cross a stile, then turn 
left.  Go through a gate and walk 
ahead for 130m, leaving the fence 
on your left.

   B 
Turn right and walk up the field 
along the old hedge line.  At the 
top cross a stile beside a metal gate, 
then turn right.  Go ahead along 
a track below Beechmont Bank.  
Continue for 1km until you reach the 
road (A225).  Cross the stile beside 
the metal gate and turn left.

   C 
Walk up the road for 50m to the 
bend on road where you find the 
clearest view of traffic.  Cross the 
road, turn left and continue uphill 
for 170m.  Climb the steps in the 
bank on your right.  Turn right onto 
the road at the top.  Follow the road 
for 220m.  Turn left into Knole Park.

   H 
Cross the stile and follow the track 
ahead beside the fence.  Cross a stile 
into the Ightham Mote estate.  Con-
tinue through woodland, then along 
a field edge.  At the end, follow the 
the fencing to a stile.  Bear right over 
the stile, down steps.  Continue past 
a house on your left and follow the 
bridleway for 1.2km to Mote Farm.  
Bear left down to the road.

   I 
Turn right.  Pass the gates of Ight-
ham Mote then continue down the 
road and enter a field on your left.  
Walk ahead following the headland 
path, leaving the hedge on your 
right. At the top turn left over a stile.  
Follow the woodland path, to reach 
a stile after 290m.

   J
Cross the stile and walk ahead down 
a field going to the right of an oak 
tree.  Turn left at the bottom.  Walk 
to a farm track, then turn right.  
Cross a stile to the left, then bear 
right across a field to a stile in the far 
hedge and cross.  Bear left to a stile 
opposite and cross.  Turn left and 
walk to a gate in the Church.  Walk to 
the left and go through a lych gate 
to the road (A227) at Shipbourne.

Interesting features

1. Knole
First built by Thomas Bourchier, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury between 1456 
and 1486, and enlarged by Henry VIII, 
this important Tudor mansion became 
home of the Sackvilles.

2. Knole Park
The thousand acre park provides im-
portant wildlife habitats.  Dead wood 
from the trees supports rare fungus 
and lichen and also sustains the finest 
invertebrate collection in Kent.

3. Circular walk, Sevenoaks
Find this walk in the ‘Circular walks 
along the Greensand Way’ guidebook.

4. One Tree Hill
Another fine view point, One Tree Hill 
still has remnants of ancient woodland 
while on its slopes a few elms still grow 
which survived the Dutch Elm disease.

5. Ightham Mote
The moated manor house has a 13th 
century great hall, chapel and crypt.  
Along with a Tudor gate house, a new 
chapel and Victoria bedrooms, all are 
situated round a central courtyard.

6. St Giles Church, Shipbourne
The old church was rebuilt in 1721 
by James Gibbs in Early English style.  
Edward Cazalet of Fairlawne house 
ordered a further rebuild in 1880.

6.0 miles (9.7 km)
around 12,000 steps,  allow 4 hours

1



GSW Section 1, Map 1c, Sevenoaks Weald to Shipbourne
Also use Ordnance Survey Map:Explorer 147

For more walks in Kent please visit www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent
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Twyford Bridge, Yalding

The Medway Gap was created when the prehistoric River 
Medway cut through a line of chalk hills now known as the 
North Downs. 

Rising as a small spring in the Ashdown forest, it meanders 
from the High Weald through the Walden Plain. Among its 
tributaries is the River Eden. The Beult and Teise join at Yalding.

Often a gentle stream, after heavy rain the Medway can 
become a torrent pouring down from the clay slopes of the 
High Weald. 

The Romans once used the Medway to transport ragstone 
from their quarries on the Greensand Ridge to London for 
building. Corn and Iron from the Weald were also transported. 
Later in Tudor times, heavy canons and artillery were most 
common.

The Maidstone River Festival is celebrated during the last 
weekend in July every year. In 2009, the festival celebrated it’s 
30th Anniversary.

Chapter 2. Across the Medway Gap

Enjoy a succession of orchards, medieval bridges and views of the River 
Medway with a walk along section 2 of the Greensand Way.

Image credit to Paul Wills on Flickr

Top to bottom:
Shipbourne, Yalding, Sutton Valence 

•   about the river festival visit: www.maidstoneriverfestival.com
•   about the Medway valley visit: www.medwayvalley.org

To find out more:



2.1 Shipbourne to West Peckham
   D 
Follow the path to the left-hand 
corner of a field ahead.  Keeping the 
same line, continue between young 
fruit trees.  Turn right after 200 
metres between the orchard and a 
line of trees.  Walk beside the tree-
line, leaving it on your left, for 145 
metres.  Turn left over a grass field 
bridge into the next field and follow 
the field path downhill to a stream 
at the bottom.

   E 
Cross a field bridge over the stream 
and bear left up the slope between 
young trees.  When you reach a 
fence, follow the path to continue 
up the left side of a field beside the 
fence.  After 22 metres turn left over 
a stile.  Bear right down the next 
field.  Cross a stream, then walk up-
hill to an old gateway to the left of 
trees.  Continue along the path to a 
stile and cross it to the road.

   F 
Turn left along the road.  After 27 
metres turn right up some steps, 
then walk along a footpath, first go-
ing between a fence and a hedge, 
then leaving new orchards on your 
left.  Cross the end of the farm track 
at the junction with the Wealdway 

and follow the path ahead, leaving 
the tree-line to your right and with 
orchards on your left.  Bear right at 
the end of the field and go down to 
a broad farm track.  Turn left.

   G 
Continue along the farm track to the 
road beside East Lodge.  Turn left.  
Follow the road as it bends right.  
Just after the bend take the path up 
the slope to the right.  Cross a stile 
and walk ahead, with a windbreak 
on your left, to a stile at the far end.

   H
Cross the stile, then turn half left 
to continue along a broad track for 
22 metres.  When the track swings 
right go ahead through a metal 
kissing gate onto the Green at West 
Peckham, Cross the Green and walk 
ahead along the road to the right 
of the church.  At the junction with 
Forge Lane, continue along Mere-
worth Road for 250 metres.

   A
Walk along a broad grassy track to 
go through a wooden kissing gate 
ahead.  Follow the path down the 
field.  Cross a stream at the bottom 
on a broad field bridge and walk 
ahead uphill.  Continue past the 
front of Fairlawne Home Farm to a 
road.

   B 
Cross the road, go over a stile and 
continue ahead across a field to-
wards woods.  Cross a stile into the 
woods, then follow the path down-
hill to a stile.  Cross this, then bear 
right to the far right-hand corner of 
the field.  At the field corner cross a 
stile and negotiate a slab of stone.  
Walk ahead to the road, leaving the 
hedge to your right.

   C 
Turn left along the road.  At the junc-
tion of Long Mill Lane and Rough-
way Lane walk ahead down the road 
past The Kentish Rifleman, leaving it 
on your right.  Cross the bridge over 
the River Bourne and continuing 
along the road for 200 metres.  Just 
after cottages on your right, turn 
right over the stile into a field.

Interesting features

1. Circular walk, Shipbourne 
Find this walk in the ‘Circular walks 
along the Greensand Way’ guidebook.

2. The Bourne
People settled on the slopes beside the 
Bourne from Palaeolithic times.  Finds 
include artefacts from the Stone Age, 
a Bronze Age axe and some Iron Age 
pottery.

3. Roughway
From the early 19th century the mills 
beside the Bourne produced high 
quality paper, specifically selected for 
postage stamps, bank notes and postal 
orders.

4. Roman Villa
A statue of Minerva was found at one 
of two Roman villas excavated near 
Roughway.

5. Hamptons
The white cupola seen from the Green-
sand Way surmounts the stable block at 
Hamptons, a Palladian-style house built 
in 1813 by R.W. Jearrad, designer of 
many buildings at Cheltenham.

6. Wealdway
Devised by the Ramblers Association, 
this long-distance walk runs for 80 miles 
between Gravesend and Eastbourne.

3.6 miles (5.9 km)
around 7200 steps,  allow 2.5 hours

1
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2.2 West Peckham to Yalding
right along the field edge, then left 
over a stile.  Turn right, walk along 
a narrow path to a stile.  Cross the 
stile, then follow a grassy path 
between trees and fence to an open 
field.  Continue to the stile ahead 
and cross, opposite the gate to Roy-
don Hall.  Turn right and walk along 
the road for 230 metres.

   D 
Turn left up a path that becomes 
grassy, path between trees to a field.  
Continue ahead along field edge, 
keeping the fence to your left.  Bear 
left and continue along a broad 
track between fences.  Go ahead 
to a stile leading into Moat Wood.  
Follow the clearly defined path as it 
winds through the woodland.

   E 
Continue through Moat Woods.  
Cross a stile at the wood edge and 
bear left across a broad field to 
woodland in the far left-hand corner.  
Go between trees.  Follow the head-
land on the next field, with woods 
on your left, then cross an open field 
to the far fence.  Turn left over a stile 
into a paddock corner, then right.  
Walk down the right side of the pad-
dock.  Cross a stile and go between 
houses to a road (B2015).

   F 
Turn left for a few paces, then cross 
the road and go over a stile.  Walk 
ahead for 200 metres.  Cross two 
stiles and bear right across the next 
field to steps above the railway.  
Cross the railway, turn right and fol-
low the path to the road (B2162).

   G 
Turn left.  Walk along the road for 
800 metres.  Turn left immediately 
after the bridge and take the foot-
path across The Lees, then turn at 
the road.  After 150 metres turn left 
again and take the bridge over the 
River Beult.
   H

Interesting features

1. Roydon Hall
This house was first built in 1535 and 
developed by Sir Roger Twysden and 
his son in the 17th century.  The crow-
stepped gables and the chimneys 
survived from the early building.

2. Circular walk, Yalding
Find this walk in the ‘Medway Valley 
walks’ pack.

3. Hampstead Lock
This is the deepest of ten locks along 
the Medway Navigation.  The canal links 
two points on the River Medway to 
avoid a loop in the river.

4. Twyford Bridge
The medieval ‘bridge of the two fords’ 
spanning the River Medway has brick 
refuges and pointed cutwaters.

5. Town Bridge
To span both marsh and the River Beult, 
this ragstone bridge has seven arches 
and at over 30 meters (94 feet) is the 
longest medieval bridge in Kent.

6. Church of St Peter and St. Paul 
The lead cap and vane, dated 1734, and 
red brick round the windows disguise 
that much of this church dates from the 
13th century.

7. Lock up
The door studs identify village lock-up.

4.4 miles (7.1 km)
around 8,800 steps,  allow 3 hours

1
   A
Turn right at Duke’s Place Farm-
house and walk along a farm road.  
Where this road turns right go ahead 
along a grass path to a field.  Fol-
low the path across the field.  Turn 
right along the field edge.  After 
180 metres turn left over a stile into 
woodland, then turn right.  Cross 
a bridge over a stream.  Walk up to 
a stile, cross this, then walk up the 
field ahead to the far right-hand 
corner.  Cross two stiles then walk up 
a broad track to the road (A26).

   B 
Cross the road.  Turn right, then, af-
ter 60 yards, turn left up an old road.  
Go over a stile and cross the road.  
Walk up the lane ahead for 400 
metres.  Where the lane bears right 
go up steps in the wall opposite.  
Go over a stile into the churchyard.  
Turn right, then left to go round the 
church.  Continue to the far right-
hand side of the churchyard 40 
metres beyond the lych gate.

   C 
Go through a gap in the churchyard 
wall and walk downhill outside the 
wall.  Cross a stile into a field.  Turn 
through 45 degrees and follow the 
path to the far left-hand ledge.  Turn 

The River Medway
Flowing for 70 miles (113 km) 
from just inside the West Sussex 
border.

The river flows from rural areas in 
Kent as far as Penshurst and on 
through urban areas including 
Maidstone and Tonbridge before 
it joins the Thames Estuary.



± GSW Chapter 2, Map 2, Great West Peckham to Yalding
Also use Ordnance Survey Map: Explorer 136 & 148

For more walks in Kent please visit www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent
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2.3 Yalding to Linton
   E 
Turn right and go downhill past Barn 
Hill Farm.  After 250 metres turn left 
along the driveway below Weav-
ers and Barn Hill Oast and continue 
across grass.  About 100 metres past 
a marker turn left up a narrow path 
to the right of a garden.

   F 
Turn right at the top and walk below 
orchards along an old metalled 
track.  Where the track swings left 
go ahead on grass.  Follow the path 
ahead between orchards to a stile, 
turn left along a path to the road.

   G 
Turn right, then, after 100 metres, 
urn left up steps set in the bank.  
Walk along the headland with the 
fence on your left.  Follow the sign 
half left onto a farm track then bear 
right along a path between hedge 
and coppice.  Continue to cross-
tracks.  Turn right.

   H 
After 18 metres turn left over a stile 
and walk ahead along a fenced 
headland.  Turn left along a farm 
track at the end of the field.  Follow 
a farm track for 32 metres then turn 
right.  Continue ahead past Reason 

  A
Bear right past the church and walk 
up the road for 350 metres.  Turn 
right into Vicarage Road then after 
50 metres bear left along a metalled 
path.  Turn left at the road, then right 
up Mount Avenue.  Continue along 
a narrow path for 380 metres.  Turn 
left and continue to the road.

   B 
Turn right along the road for 150 
metres.  Turn left up a broad track 
between hedge and woodland.

   C 
After 410 metres turn right.  Walk 
along a field headland to pass 
Buston Manor and walk through 
the farm.  Where the metalled track 
swings left go ahead to the left of a 
pole.  Continue for 410 metres, pass-
ing Malice Wood on your right.

   D 
Turn left and walk up the field 
towards trees.  Bear right below the 
trees to the end of a fence.  Turn left 
up the bank and cross the stile at the 
top.  Turn right along the field edge.  
Bear right over a stile and walk along 
a track to a road.

Hill Oast, then past a clearing beside 
houses.  Turn right downhill for 18 
metres.  Swing left and walk ahead 
to a stile leading onto the road.

   I 
Turn left then after 9 metres then 
turn right over a stile and walk 
ahead with a windbreak on your left.

   J
Continue ahead at cross-tracks.  Go 
over a stile in the hedge and con-
tinue ahead over rough ground to 
the far left-hand corner of the field.  
Cross a bridge over Vanity Lane.

   K
Go ahead along a path through 
an orchard and through a line of 
beech trees.  Follow the path ahead 
through another orchard to the left-
hand corner of a thorn hedge.  Go 
through a gap in the hedge and con-
tinue along a path with woodland 
on your right.  Enter another orchard 
and follow the path between trees, 
bearing right.  Cross a stile in the 
hedge onto the road (A229).

Interesting features

1. Buston Manor
A medieval building is enclosed in this 
substantial manor house.  The red and 
blue chequer bricks, added in the late 
17th century reflect the wide variety 
available from the Wealden clays.

2. Weavers
Set in the complex of buildings which 
once formed Barn Hill Farm, half-tim-
bered Weavers is said to have belonged 
to a Flemish weaver in the 17th century.

3. Reservoirs
The spring line between the Greensand 
and the underlying clays has afforded 
good opportunities for storing water for 
irrigation.

4. Orchards
Orchard patterns have changed many 
times over the years but the well-
drained soils here, with gentle slopes 
and the Atherfield Clay only a few feet 
below, have over many years produced 
good fruit.

5. Court Lodge
Just one of several Wealden houses 
along the ridge.  Court Lodge has tim-
bers which were felled between 1496 
and 1531.

6. Circular walk, Linton
Find this walk in the ‘Circular walks 
along the Greensand Way’ guidebook.

4.4 miles (7.1 km)
around 8,800 steps,  allow 3 hours

1



± GSW Chapter 2, Map 3, Yalding to Linton
Also use Ordnance Survey Map:Explorer 148

For more walks in Kent please visit www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent
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2.4 Linton to Sutton Valence
   D 
Pass a parking area on your right.  
Go through a metal kissing gate 
beside a double wooden gate.  Cross 
a metalled drive, go through anoth-
er kissing gate and cross a stile into 
a field.  Cross the field.  Go alongside 
a meal fence on your right to a stile.  
Cross this, go through a wooden 
kissing gate ahead and turn right 
along Wierton Road.  Turn left along 
East Hall Hill.

   E 
At a bend in the road turn left into 
an orchard, then immediately right 
along the hedge line.  Turn left 
through a wind break then continue 
for 350 meters between trees.  Go 
down steps, turn right then, after 10 
yards, take the left fork up a slope.  
Continue along a broad track 
between windbreak and barbed 
wire fence above orchards.

   F 
After 180 meters bear left down 
a slope to join a rough metalled 
track.  Turn right just before a broad 
double gate.  After 9 meters bear 
right down a steep path.  Follow this 
down steps, beside a fence above 
orchards, then over a small bridge 
and up to an orchard.  Turn left up 

  A
Turn right and walk downhill.  Just 
before The Bull cross the road onto 
cobble stones.  Enter the churchyard 
by the gate on the right.  Follow the 
path round the south side of the 
church to a kissing gate in the far 
left-hand corner.  Cross the driveway 
leading to Linton House.  Continue 
along the footpath, through a kiss-
ing gate and ahead to cross the road 
beside Loddington Oast.

   B 
Follow the footpath ahead, then 
continue along a headland above 
orchards.  Cross a farm track, then 
walk to the left of a windbreak.  
Cross a stile at the end of the 
orchard.  Continue between fences 
with orchard on your right.  Bear left 
and follow the path down steps to 
road above Boughton Monchelsea 
Church.

   C 
Cross the road and follow a path left 
and round to your right, below the 
wall Boughton Monchelsea Place.  
Cross the field.  Go over a drive and 
walk ahead along a broad field path 
towards trees.  Continue through a 
shaw, and follow the path for 595 
meters.

to a steep bank, then right to a road 
beside Ivy cottage.

   G 
Continue ahead along the road for 
800 meters.  Cross the end of Church 
Road.  In 150 meters turn left up 
a metalled footpath.  Walk ahead 
through the churchyard then turn 
right to a wooden gate in the far 
right-hand corner.

   H 
Turn right and continue ahead along 
a farm track between fields.  Bear 
right down a gravel track.  Turn left 
then cross the road (A274) and turn 
right towards The King’s Head at 
Sutton Valence.

   I 
Just before The King’s Head turn 
left.  Walk up an old metalled track 
between houses.  Continue below 
the school, then continue along the 
south side of the playing field above 
the town.

Interesting features

1. St Nicholas’ Church 
Built in 1860, the church contains an 
outstanding collection of monuments.

2. Linton Park
Robert Mann adapted the building in 
the 1730s to the scarp slope by build-
ing two storeys above and three below.  
Thomas Cubitt added a third floor in the 
1820s.

3. St Peter’s Church, Boughton 
Monchelsea
The medieval lych gate has is thought 
to be the oldest one in England.

4. Boughton Monchelsea Place
Robert Rudston bought the manor from 
Thomas Wyatt in 1551.  In 1554 he had 
to forfeit the house for taking part in his 
friend’s rebellion but bought it back on 
his release.

5. Sutton Valence
The school in this small hill town was 
founded in 1578 by William Lambe, a 
wealthy clothworker.  The almshouses in 
the High Street were also built by him.

6. Sutton Valence Castle
The Normans built a castle here in the 
12th century to keep watch over the 
Weald where two routes, used since at 
least Roman times, came up the scarp 
and converged to the north west of Sut-
ton Valence.

3.9 miles (6.8 km)
around 7800 steps,  allow 2.5 hours

1



± GSW Section 2, Map 4, Linton to Sutton Valance
Also use Ordnance Survey Map: Explorer 148 & 137

For more walks in Kent please visit www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent
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Farleigh Green 

The few short weeks during harvest time each year was often 
the only time when many Londoners got out of the city and 
into the countryside.

Even as late as the 1950’s, hop-picking in Kent was supported 
by hundreds of thousands of Londoners, who boarded trains 
and traveled to Kent in search of a working holiday.

From as early as Roman times, the soil and climate have been 
ideal for the cultivation of Apples.  Towards the end of the 19th 
century 25,000 acres of apple orchards blossomed across Kent. 
While orchard areas declined due to cheaper foreign imports, 
Kent remains the UK’s premier apple growing location.

It is still possible to pick your own apples at farms across Kent, 
so why not experience an important part of the Garden of 
England’s social history for youself!

Chapter 3. Orchards to Oast houses

For many years, millions of people flocked to Kent to pick hops and enjoy a 
holiday in the country, many of which may have walked the Greensand way.

Top to bottom: Hop-picking in Kent 1959, 
Kentish Apples, Sutton Valence castle.  

•   Chilton Manor Farm, Sittingbourne (Tel: 01795 425963)
•   Felderland Farm, Deal (Tel: 01304 615322)
•   Valley Arch PYO, Southfleet (Tel: 01474 8322207)

Visit www.pickyourownfarms.org.uk for more information.

Pick your own apples in Kent



3.1 Sutton Valence to Liverton Street
  D 
Cross the road.  Walk down the 
path.  Cross the stile into woodland.  
Cross a stream. Leave the wood-
land, ahead over a stile.  Walk ahead, 
uphill, going over another, and go 
to a line of trees.  Continue ahead, 
leaving the trees to your right.  Cross 
a stile and make for the left hand 
corner of a field.  Turn left over a 
stile, then right, down steps.

   E 
Turn left up the side of an old or-
chard.  At the top cross a stile onto 
the road. Turn left. Follow the road 
300 metres.  Turn right through a 
gap in the hedge. Go ahead for 75 
metres to a line of trees.  Follow 
the path between them then walk 
ahead, with the trees to your left. 
Walk through a gap in the hedge to 
a small road.

   F 
Cross the road.  Bear left across a 
field to the end of a line of trees in 
the far left corner.  Cross a stile and 
enter old hazel coppice. Go through 
another gap onto a road. Take a 
slight turn left, then right, and con-
tinue to a stile leading into orchard.  
Walk along the right hand side of 
the orchard beside a tall hedge.

  A
At far corner of the playing field 
go ahead between trees along a 
sandy path, then turn left onto a 
road.  Walk ahead to cross roads. Go 
through the gap in the far left hand 
corner and bear left across the field. 
Cross a track into a field then contin-
ue ahead to a Gate.  Go past the gate 
and walk along the road ahead to a T 
junction at Charlton Lane.

   B 
Cross the stile ahead.  Walk down 
the left side of the field, to the bot-
tom of the combe, going ahead 
through the gates, then follow the 
track uphill to a gate at top. Turn left 
up the road.

   C 
After 90 metres turn right, opposite 
Morry House and go up a broad 
track between buildings to enter 
a hop garden.  Walk ahead along a 
broad track. Go through a gap in the 
hedge into an orchard and continue 
above a broad field for 500 metres.  
Where the main farm track swings 
left, go ahead to a gate.  Follow the 
farm path left, then right, and walk 
below the walls of the churchyard of 
All Saints’ Church, Ulcombe to reach 
the road 

   G 
Cross the stile in the far right hand 
corner onto a road.  Cross the 
road then walk ahead into an or-
chard.  Bear left and follow the path 
through orchard to a gap in the 
trees. Follow the footpath down a 
slope beside woodland.  Continue 
ahead across open ground to the 
road at Liverton Street.
 

Interesting features

1. East Sutton Park
Sir Edward Filmer bought the house, 
now a prison, in 1610 and added to a 
building already started in Queen Eliza-
beth’s time.  The place was besieged in 
dramatic style by the Parliamentarians 
in the Civil Wars

2. Old Orchards
In 1735 Thomas Beale agreed to pick 
all the apples in Sir Edward Filmer’s 
orchards, four acres three roods in all for 
the sum of £17.  He could keep all, but 
three maunds.

3. Oast House
Built in chequered red brick and 
weather boarded above, this oast house 
is one of the best of its kind.  

4. All Saints’ Church, Ulcombe 
Unusually large, the church served a 
college of priests founded in the early 
13th Century.  Today medieval wall 
paintings may still be seen.

5. Springs
The water from springs in this area seep 
through the waterlogged soil, making it 
less suitable for fruit trees.

6. Elmstone Hole
Landslides in one of the deepest 
combes of this region created ledges 
stepped down the hillside.  Orchards 
flourish on the fertile well-drained soil.

4.4 miles (7 km)
around 8800 steps,  allow 3 hours

1

What is an Oast House?
This special type of building was 
used to dry hops in readiness for 
beer-making.

The shape of the roof draws hot 
air through the building, helping 
with the drying process.

‘Oast’ comes from the old 
English word for drying.

You can also find one 
on the Greensand Way logo!
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3.2 Liverton Street to Egerton
   D 
Bear right past a stand of beeches in 
the middle of a large fields and head 
towards woodland.  Turn left along 
the headland, leaving woodland 
to your right.  At the far end of the 
woodland, turn right along a track 
and continue for 40 metres.  Turn left 
over a stile and a small bridge into 
a field.  Walk ahead for 350 metres 
to the far right-hand corner.  Cross a 
stile to the left of a metal gate.  Bear 
right across the field corner to a stile 
100 metres ahead.  Cross then follow 
the path over two bridges over small 
flushes, then through coppice to 
a field.  Walk up the far right-hand 
field corner.

   E 
Cross two stiles.  Go through a shaw, 
then bear right up a field and go up 
steps and over a stile into the field 
above.  Turn left and walk for 150 
metres along the field edge, then 
bear right to a stile in the fence to 
the left of Egerton House.

   F 
Cross the stile, go over the road and 
walk along the footpath opposite.  
Go to the left of a gate and along a 
gravel driveway beside the wall of 
Egerton House.  Continue through a 

  A
Cross the road to steps set diago-
nally opposite to your right.  Go 
through a kissing gate and continue 
ahead along field headlands.  After 
800 metres – beside Boughton Place, 
turn right, then left through farm 
buildings to the road at Boughton 
Malherbe

   B 
Turn left.  Walk past St. Nicholas’ 
Church.  Turn right at the bend in 
the road and follow the metalled 
track downhill.  Continue along a 
driveway.  When the drive bends left, 
walk ahead between metal fences 
along a grass track to a gate.  Walk 
past a marker post to the far left-
hand corner of the field.

   C 
Cross the stile, then go over a 
bridge.  Bear right, ignoring the path 
ahead.  Join a farm track and follow 
this path over a ridge.  Cross a stile 
and a bridge then go diagonally 
across the field to the far right-hand 
corner by Pope Hall Cottage. Cross 
the stile and turn left. Walk past 
Pope Hall Cottage garden.

gap, then walk with a windbreak on 
your left for 350 metres.  Go through 
into an orchard.  Continue ahead 
between fruit trees to a gate into the 
churchyard.  Follow the path to the 
right of St. James’ Church and round 
to the road.

Interesting features

1. Boughton Place
The surviving house is just one wing of 
a much larger house built in the 1530s 
by Sir Edward Wotton, a soldier and 
courtier to King Henry VIII.  Sir Henry, 
the poet and diplomat, was born here 
in 1539.

2. St Nicholas’ Church
A pulpit with linenfold panelling, 
numerous monuments to the Wotton 
family and a stained-glass west window 
by Kempe, exist together in a church 
first built in the 13th century.

3. Coldbridge Farm
The stone farmhouse standing within 
an earthwork and outer ditch forms 
part of a moated castle built in the 14th 
century, sometime after 1314.

4. Circular walk, Egerton
Find this walk in the ‘Circular walks 
along the Greensand Way’ guidebook

5. St James’ Church, Egerton
The church was rebuilt in the 14th Cen-
tury, the tower with its beacon turret 
added in the 15th Century.  A crown-
post roof to the nave survived 19th Cen-
tury restoration.

6. Cliffs
The outcrops here and south of Eger-
ton were formed by weathering after 
landslips.

2.8 miles (4.5 km)
around 5700 steps,  allow 1.5 hours

1

Kentish apples

Kent has a long association with 
the cultivation of apples. Indeed, 
the county’s fame as the Garden 
of England springs from its herit-
age of growing apples.

At the end of the 18th-century, 
beer supplanted cider as the 
people’s favourite tipple, and 
many Kent farmers switched 
from apples to hops.

For more information read the 
‘Apple source’  food trails leaflet 
on the Explore Kent website.
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3.3 Egerton to Hothfield
continue to a gate in the far right-
hand corner.  Bear right to a marker 
post by a dyke.  Follow the path up-
hill, aiming to the right of the large 
red house.  Continue through metal 
gates to a rough track.

  E 
Walk to the road, turn left.  Continue 
for 150 metres, past the right turn. 
Turn right and walk across a playing 
field to a gap in the far hedge.  Go 
ahead through an orchard.  Con-
tinue at cross-tracks and walk past 
Farm. Cross a track.  Bear left and 
continue to a lane.

   F 
Cross the lane and continue beside 
an old wall, then cross a field and 
along a track.   Walk up a slope into 
orchard. Walk ahead to a windbreak 
just beyond a broad track.  Follow 
through the orchard a leading down 
to the road opposite The Swan Inn at 
Little Chart.

   G
Turn right along the road, past St 
Mary’s Church and then turn left 
over a stile. After 380 metres bear 
right up a field, crossing stiles, to 
follow a track to the left of houses. 
Cross a small bridge and go over a 

  A
Pass The George Inn., cross the road. 
150 metres further turn left down 
the slope.  At end of the road,  bear 
right along a path, round a field and 
continue to a road.

   B 
Turn right.  After 140 metres turn left 
at the farm.  Follow the path be-
tween a house and oast house.  Bear 
right down a concrete path, past sta-
bling.  Cross a stile and walk along a 
field path, over a stile and through 
a shaw.  Continue ahead into a field 
beneath a wooded cliff, then turn 
left.  Cross a stile, go up steps to the 
road.

   C 
Turn right.  At the bend go over a 
stile.  Follow the path over two stiles 
to a marker post.  Turn right and 
walk downhill, crossing stiles, for 500 
metres. Turn right upon meeting a 
metal gate on to a farm track and 
turn left over a stile into a field.  After 
210 metres, at the end of trees, turn 
left over a stile, then bear left across 
fields to a gate beside Elvey Farm.

   D
Bear left, leaving an old granary to 
your right. Go through a gate and 

stile.  Skirt a garden, then turn right 
along a farm track, into a drive and 
leaving a pond to your left. Go past 
Forstal Farm House.

   H
Turn left.  Go ahead past the village 
green and continue along Ram Lane. 
After 320 metres turn left through a 
gateway into a field.  Bear right and 
walk to the far side.  Cross a lane 
and enter Coldham Wood.  After 70 
metres bear left downhill through 
coppiced woodland, Cross two stiles 
and come to a stock-proof bridge 
over the River Stour. Follow the 
footpath across a field. Cross a stile 
and continue to the left of a raised 
reservoir. Cross a small bridge over a 
ditch and walk up the side of a field 
towards trees.

   I
Cross a stile into woods.  After 35 
yards go through a small gate and 
up steps onto an embankment. Con-
tinue through the wood and onto 
open heathland. At crossroads the 
trail turns right through Hothfield 
Bogs, alternatively carry on straight, 
towards Hothfield Common Car 
park.

Interesting features

1. Circular walk, Pluckley
Find this walk in the ‘Circular walks 
along the Greensand Way’ guidebook

2. Walnut Tree Farm
Grapes now grown again on the slopes 
above Walnut Tree Farm.  Little Chart 
was one of the areas in Kent noted for 
its vines in Tudor times.

3. Mill Ponds
The mill ponds by the old ford across 
the River Stour powered a water mill 
where paper was made from 1771.  To-
day Ford Mill still produces paper.

4. Stour Valley Walk
This 58 Mile walk from Lenham via Can-
terbury to Pegwell Bay passes through 
unspoilt villages and fine landscapes.

5. Chart Forstal
H E Bates, author of “Flying Officer X” 
and “The Darling Buds of May” lived at 
The Granary from 1931 until his death 
in 1974

6. Hothfield Common
A unique feature in East Kent, Hothfield 
Common, lies on a sandstone plateau 
which itself lies on impermeable clay.  
Partly heathland, partly peat bog, the 
Common is classed as a National Nature 
Reserve and an SSSI.

5.2 miles (8.4 km)
around 10,400 steps,  allow 3.5 hours

1
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3.4 Hothfield to Great Chart
   D
Go through the gate. Cross a farm 
track. Walk ahead down the right 
side of a field, then bear left to cross 
a bridge over a stream. Follow the 
path up the hillside, over a rough 
metalled track, and continue to the 
far left-hand corner by a T-junction 
of roads.

  E 
Cross the road to steps in the far cor-
ner. Go up to a field corner and bear 
left. Walk along the headland with 
hedge and road on left. Continue 
into woodland. Follow a woodland 
path then cross a stile into a field. 
Continue to a metal kissing gate in 
the far fence 30 metres below wood-
land. Cross the drive which leads 
to Godinton House above the gate 
lodge. Go through the kissing gate 
opposite and continue to another 
kissing gate.

   F 
Turn right. Follow the headland 
beside a tall hedge for 120 metres. 
Turn right through a large gateway 
and follow the headland on the up-
per side of the field. Turn right on 
the farm track between shaws. Go 
through a metal kissing gate. Walk 
diagonally across two fields, going 

  A
From Hothfield Common head south 
through Hothfield Bogs along a 
raised concrete path. Exit the Com-
mon by a small gate. Turn left and 
walk for 100 metres along a track. 
Turn right over a stile and through a 
gate. Go ahead to a double stile in a 
tall hedge. Cross into a field.

   B 
Turn left and walk up the headland 
leaving the fence and hedge to your 
left. T the corner of the field cross a 
stile. Go ahead to the middle of the 
next field,  then bear right to cross 
a stile in the far right-hand corner. 
Cross the stile immediately to your 
left on the corner, then continue 
on this line over two more stiles to 
reach the driveway of Ragstone Barn 
and the road.

   C 
Turn left along the road, then turn 
right over a stile and walk up the 
right-hand side of the field. Cross 
two stiles to reach the road. Cross 
the road and go through a gate into 
old parkland. Ignoring the metalled 
path which bears right, go aheadto 
a stile to the left of a gate. Cross the 
stile, turn right to the gate, then left 
down the farm track to a gate.

through gates. Bear slightly left. Pass 
a house on your left and walk to-
wards a broad farm track.

   G
Cross the farm track and follow the 
direct line of Chart Avenue downhill 
for 675 metres. Cross the railway 
then continue along the track to 
pass the cricket field. Bear right onto 
the Ashford Road at Great Chart. 
Cross a side road and continue uphill 
along Ashford Road as far as the 
church.
   I

Interesting features

1. St Margaret’s Church, Hothfield
The decorated tower and the shingled 
spire of the church are the result of re-
building in the 17th century after light-
ning had destroyed the earlier church.

2. Godinton House
The Toke family owned the estate from 
the end of the 15th century.  The red-
brick house, which has shaped gables 
outside and superb panelling inside, 
was built in 1628 for Captain Nicholas 
Toke and is now open to the public.

3. Godinton Park
At the end of a long drive, opposite the 
house, are the remains of the Domesday 
Oak which had flourished since Norman 
times.  It split in two and collapsed on 3 
September 1939.

4. Church of St Mary’s the Virgin
The 14th Century ragstone church 
contains many monuments to the 
Toke family, including one of Captain 
Nicholas Toke, in full armour, with his 
five wives.

5. Court Lodge
This outstanding hall house, built in 
1313, was once a manor house of Christ 
Church Priory.  It consisted of a hall and 
service area and had good accommoda-
tion at the upper end for the family.

3.6 miles (5.8 km)
around 7,200 steps,  allow 2.5 hours

1

Did you know?...
Godington House once grew 
hops on its land and has its own 
oast house built into the walled 
gardens. 

The oast house was converted in 
1907 partly to store fruit from the 
orchards, within the grounds of 
the estate.
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Hamstreet

Thousands of V1 flying bombs once screamed throught the 
sky above the heart of Kent, headed to destroy London. Air-
raid sirens echoed through quaint villages and volunteers 
from the home guard manned Pill Boxes often sighted near 
public rights of way.

During the war, Super-heavy railway guns - 82 ton 12” Rail 
Howitzers were hidden amongst the dense trees at Golden 
Wood near Ashford, and ran live fire training exercises across 
the East Kent Railway network. The headquarters were first at 
Littlestone and then moved to Kingsnorth.

RAF Ashford built on former meadows was once only 3 miles 
west of Ashford, and was a prototype airfield which was later 
duplicated in France after D-Day. In 1944, the site was closed 
and returned for agricultural use. Overgrown steel mesh was 
hard to remove so the topsoil was bulldozed into heaps, which 
can still be seen today as thick banks dividing various fields. 
Thankfully Kent’s woodland is now a place of quiet reflection.

Chapter 4. Woodland in Wartime

Once a hive of activity, Kent’s woodland and countryside played an important 
part during wartime. Now you can explore in the footsteps of history.

Top to bottom: Earth ball fungus, 
Linton, Knole Park 

Wartime sights in Kent
Clockwise from left: 

Home guard volunteers

Type 22 Pillbox 

RAF Spitfire

Rail Howitzers



4.1 Great Chart to Kingsnorth
and walk ahead along it for 845 
metres. Cross a broad field bridge 
over a dyke.  Turn left along a head-
land, then right at a transverse dyke.  
Walk towards the marker post under 
trees, ahead, to the right of the dyke. 
Turn left over a field bridge over 
the dyke and walk north-eastwards 
with another dyke on your right, to a 
fence.  Turn right and cross the dyke 
by a narrow bridge. 

  D 
Cross the road carefully.  Cross the 
bridge ahead over a dyke beside the 
road.  Cross a stile, then walk across 
the field towards a stile right of cen-
tre in the far fence.  Cross a metalled 
track and go over a stile into the 
field beyond.  Bear half left across 
the field to a stock proof wooden 
bridge. Cross, then continue over a 
grassy area for 23 metres to a stile 
which leads to the road.

   E 
Turn right and follow the road to the 
cross roads at Kingsnorth.  Cross the 
road and continue ahead up Church 
Hill. 

  A
Turn left opposite the church into 
Hillcrest Road.  At the end of the 
road, go through a heavy metal 
gate.  Bear right across the field to 
a similar gate on the far side.  Cross 
the bridge over the road (A28), then 
go through another metal gate and 
walk ahead across a cultivated field.  
At the far side bear slightly left then 
go ahead into the next field to fol-
low the headland on the right-hand 
side.  Continue past the quarry to 
the road.

   B 
Turn right and walk along the road 
for 330 metres.  Turn left over a stile 
just beyond woodland.  Walk along 
a field headland to the far left-hand 
corner. Cross a stile, turn right and 
follow the path downhill.  Cross an-
other stile and continue to a metal 
gate.  Go through the gate and walk 
along a broad track past orchard on 
your left, then past buildings, to a 
second gate.  Go through the gate to 
the road at Chilmington Green.

   C 
Turn left, then left again, by a post 
box and walk up the road for 150 
metres. Turn right over a stile, then 
join a broad farm track on your right 

Interesting features

1. Chilmington Quarry
Now infilled, this quarry once supplied 
limestone for local building and 
agricultural use.

2. Ashford to Tunbridge Wells cycling
This 42 mile (67km) route using 
National Route 18 from Ashford to Royal 
Tunbridge Wells. This fantastic route can 
be viewed in full on the Explore Kent 
website.

3. RAF Ashford
This former World War 2 air base which 
opened in 1943 was used by both 
American and British Forces to provide 
tactical air support for ground forces 
landing in France.

4. Ashford Outlet Village
One of Kent’s largest shopping centres, 
the Ashford Outlet was designed by 
Richard Rogers, who also concieved the 
Millennium Dome in London the  and 
Pompidou Centre in Paris.

5. Mouse Hall
The tiny weather boarded cottage 
may originally have served as a priest’s 
house. It was built in the 14th century.

6. Church of St Michael and All Angels
Built in the 14th century St Michael’s 
Church contains some fine 15th century 
stained glass. A full figure survives of St 
Michael with the dragon.

3.1 miles (5 km)
around 6200 steps,  allow 1.5 hours

1

Greensand cycling

The Explore Kent Ashford and 
Tunbridge Wells route is 42 miles 
(67km) long and runs through small 
country lanes through the High 
Weald, a designated Area of Out-
standing Natural Beauty.

It is the perfect way to take in Kent’s 
quintessential scenery, complete 
with hops, apple orchards, oast 
houses, vineyards and picture post-
card villages, such as Chilmington 
Green and Matfield.

The main traffic free areas along 
National Route 18 are at Bedgebury 
National Pinetum and Forest and 
the Ashford Green Corridor - these 
offer perfect family cycling and 
are ideal locations for novices and 
young children.
 
Visit the Explore Kent website for 
more information.
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4.2 Kingsnorth to Hamstreet
and continue to Lone Barn Farm.  At 
the farm, go to the far left-hand side 
of the yard. Continue on the farm 
track round a pond, then walk up to 
a stile to the right of the gate ahead. 
Bear right to the far right-hand cor-
ner of the field.  Continue to the far 
left corner of the next field, beside 
woodland. Cross a stile and turn left.

   D 
Follow the path beside Golden 
Wood. Follow the fenced route 
down to the road (A2070).  Turn 
right and walk beside the road for 
140 metres as far as a gate into 
woodland. Cross the road, then the 
railway, then walk ahead, along a 
woodland path to a metalled area 
beside a house. Turn right at the 
road and walk continue for 320 me-
tres. Where the road takes a sharp 
left turn go ahead, over a stile, and 
cross the field to another stile. Go 
over the road, then over another 
stile beside a double gate.
   E 
   B
Walk down the side of a field, to the 
far left-hand corner. Turn immedi-
ately right across a bridge and over 
a stile.  Once over the second stile 
turn left and walk ahead to the far 
corner, with tall oaks beside you.  

  A
Pass the School and turn right short-
ly after The Coach House and follow 
a track, between hedges.  Cross a 
stile, to the left of a gate then follow 
the path along the side of the field 
to the far left hand corner. Cross the 
stile.  Bear left across the next field 
towards Bond Lane.

   B
Turn right, then left into Bond Farm.
Go through a metal gate to the right 
of a pond, then cross the field to the 
far right hand corner. Go through a 
gate into Issac Wood, bear right to 
the corner of the wood, then cross 
a stile into a field.  Bear left to the 
corner of the field. Cross the stile, 
and follow the path through a field. 
Cross an old yard to the far corner, 
then go through the hedge to the 
road.

   C 
Turn right, then left at the T junction.  
After 35 metres turn right through a 
gate to the right of a lane.  Continue 
ahead and go through a wooden 
gate into Braeside Farm.  Go ahead 
between shacks and farm buildings 
then continue up the slope for 90 
metres towards a house at the top.
Follow the main track to the right 

Continue in the same direction until 
reaching the road and turn right. 
Turn left down Gill Lane.  Continue 
past the entrance to Gill Farm.  Join 
the Saxon Shore Way and go ahead 
down a rough gravelled farm track.  
Where this path goes ahead, bear 
right, downhill. Go through the gate 
into Ham Street Woods.  Continue 
ahead downhill ignoring side tracks 
until you reach a T junction of tracks.  
Turn left along a gravelled track.

   F 
Turn right, go over a bridge and 
walk to the right hand corner of 
the car park.  Turn right over a stile, 
then immediately left.  Follow the 
path ahead up the side of the field 
and over stiles to cross the railway 
at Hamstreet station.  Walk through 
the station car park.  Turn left along 
the road to reach the cross roads at 
Hamstreet and the end of the Way.

Interesting features

1. Golden Wood
The woods housed a battery of super-
heavy railway guns during the Second 
World War, sited there against a possible 
invasion by the Germans.

2. Packing Wood
This ancient woodland is part of a larger 
SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest). 
There is sweet cestnut coppice and oak 
standards. Visit in summer for nesting 
birds and butterflies.

3. Ham Street Woods
These woods form an important rem-
nant of ancient woodland.  Maintained 
as a National Nature Reserve, they pro-
vide important habitats for wildlife.

4. Hamstreet
For centuries the village remained little 
more than a hamlet in the parish of 
Orlestone with only three houses.  Its 
growth began with the arrival of the 
railway in 1851.

5. Circular walk, Saxon Shore Way
Find this walk in the ‘Circular walks 
along the Saxon Shore Way’ guidebook. 
There is also an Easy Access walk you 
can download for free from the Explore 
Kent website.

5 miles (8 km)
around 10,000 steps,  allow 3.5 hours
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Walk the entire Greensand Way or any of our other long 
distance routes and you will be awarded a prestigious 
Explore Kent Challenge Certificate!

Why not make a holiday of your walk along the 
Greensand Way? Visit Kent can help you find 
accomodation. www.visitkent.co.uk

Share your experience with others on our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/explorekent

Upload photos from your journey to our Flickr group:
www.flickr.com/groups/explorekent

Follow us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/explorekent

Make the most of your journey

Dunks Green

Complete our online form at:
www.kent.gov.uk/explorekent

Sign up to our 
mailing list for free 
information about 
walking, cycling or 
horse riding in Kent!

Join online:
www.kent.gov.uk/
explorekent

This guidebook is based upon ‘Along and Around the Greensand Way’ produced by Surrey County Council and 
Kent County Council. 


